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Meeting Goals

 Provide people with information to write informed comments about 
the Kaniksu Over-snow Vehicle Proposed Action .

 Answer questions about the Kaniksu Over-snow Vehicle Proposed 
Action.

 The Forest Service is not documenting comments made at this 
meeting for the project record.
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Jessie - The purpose of this meeting is to provide people with information to submit written comments on the proposed action. We also want to answer people’s questions so that they can provide informed comments. We are not documenting the comments heard at this meeting for the project record.



Team 
Members

 Jessie Berner – Sandpoint District Ranger
 Sarah Canepa – Project Team Leader
 Dan Gilfillan – Recreation Specialist
 Brett Lyndaker – Wildlife Biologist
 Beth Bigelow – Cultural Resource Specialist
 Vicki Regula – Botanist
 Patrick Lair – Public Affairs Officer
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Project area

 Kaniksu Unit:
 Bonners Ferry Ranger District

 Priest Lake Ranger District

 Sandpoint Ranger District

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Jessie – Overview of project area.
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Jessie – Why are we talking about winter travel on the Kaniksu Unit, because it is a winter destination for all types of recreation. It is the forests responsibility to manage these uses in a manner that is compatible with natural resources.



History of over-snow vehicle
use in the Kaniksu Project Area

1969

•Forest Service 
produces 
snowmobile 
brochure

1982

•First 
Grooming 
agreement

Early 
1990s

•Grooming 
associations 
formed

1992

•Caribou 
displaced 
from Beehive 
Lakes

1994

•Caribou 
displaced 
Two Mouth 
Lakes and 
14,752 acres 
of Selkirk 
Crest closed 
to OSV use

1997

•Caribou 
displaced 
Harrison Lakes

2007

•Court 
injunction 
closes 
caribou 
recovery 
area on 
Forests to 
snowmobiling

2008

•85 miles of 
closed trail 
reopened

2015

•Forest Plan 
biological 
opinion sets 
date for 
winter travel 
plan 
completion.
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Jessie1969 – Region 1 produces its first snowmobile brochure1982 – Forest Service signs the first agreement with Idaho Department of Parks and Recreation for snowmobile groomingEarly 1990s – Priest Lake Groomers Association and East Bonner County Groomers are formed1992 – Monitoring shows that caribou were displaced from Beehive Lakes from snowmobiles.1994 – Caribou are displaced from Two Mouth Lakes. Results in a 14,752 acre snowmobile closure on the Selkirk Crest1997 – Caribou displaced from Harrison Lakes2007 – Court injunction closes Caribou Recovery area on National Forest System lands to winter motorized use.2008 – Injunction is modified to open 85 miles of trail.2015 – Idaho Panhandle Revised Forest Plan provides direction for winter use and the biological opinion sets a timeline for the completion of winter travel planing.



Why Here? Why Now?

 The agency has an obligation to conduct winter travel planning in a 
manner that considers forest users and effects to natural resources.

 The 2007 injunction, requires that the forest designate areas and 
trails that are open to winter motorized use and areas that are 
closed to motorized use within the caribou recovery area.

 The 2015 Forest Plan Biological Opinion set a timeline for travel 
planning to be completed.
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What is a Proposed Action?

 A starting point for the agency to scope the proposed project to 
receive early public comment on proposed activities. 

 Helps the agency identify issues that are important to the public and 
the affected resources.

 A  proposed action can be modified based on public feedback and 
new information.

A proposed action is NOT a decision.

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sarah – We keep using the term “Proposed Action”, but what is a Proposed Action? A proposed action is a starting point for a project that the agency uses to receive feedback on their ideas. Your comments will be used to modify the proposed action and identify issues that can help guide the analysis of effects. It is important that people understand, the proposed action is NOT a decision. There is more work and opportunity for comments before a decision is made. We will talk about those steps at the end of the presentation.



Development 
of the 

Proposed 
Action

 Input provided by the North Idaho Working 
Group on areas agreement that they found 
between motorized, non-motorized users, 
conservation groups, outfitters and guides, and 
local elected officials.

 Input from local, State, and Federal 
government agencies.

 Input from Tribal governments.
 Review of law, policy, and regulation.
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Proposed Action

Proposes the following:
 Areas open to over-snow vehicle use.
 Seasonal dates where over-snow vehicle use 

can occur.
 Areas to be closed to over-snow vehicle use.
 Designated over-snow vehicle routes.
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Proposed Over-snow Vehicle Areas

 Open to over-snow vehicle use on 770,165 acres
 Open to OSV yearlong 

 Open to OSV yearlong (once motorized access standards are met)

 Open to OSV November 16 to March 31 in the Selkirk Ecosystem.  

 Open to OSV December 1 to March 31 in the Cabinet-Yaak Ecosystem.  

 Closed to over-snow vehicle use on 271,294 acres

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sarah - So what’s in the proposed action. The proposed action identifies approximately 770,000 acres of the project area that are open to over-snow vehicle use. Some of these areas are proposed to be open to OSV use year long, some of these areas could have the potential to be opened for yearlong use once motorized access standards are met for grizzly bears in the respective recovery zones, and some of these areas have date restrictions to reduce disturbance to grizzly bears during den emergence. Approximately 271,000 acres are proposed to be closed to OSV use year round.



Proposed 
Over-snow 

Vehicle 
Routes

 Over-snow vehicle routes totaling 750 miles
 Groomed routes for 434 miles

 Ungroomed routes for 316 miles

 Ungroomed December 1 to March 31 

 Ungroomed November 16 to March 31
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Sarah The proposed action also identifies different types of snow routes. The proposed action identifies groomed routes and ungroomed routes, some of which are located in open areas and some ungroomed routes provide a travel corridor through areas that are otherwise closed.



Next Steps in the NEPA Process

Proposed Action 30-day scoping period 
for public comment Aug.16 – Sept.15, 2022

Environmental Assessment 30-day public comment December 2022/
January 2023

Draft Decision Notice and 
Finding of No Significant 
Impact

45-day objection period February/March 2023 

Final Decision Consultation Completed Summer 2023

Implementation Winter 2023/2024

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Sarah - The Proposed Action is the starting point for the NEPA process, which guides the agency in gathering public comment on proposed activities and analyzing the potential effects of those activities. The team will use this public comment to develop alternative approaches to meeting the purpose and need. We will analyze the effects of the proposed action and possible alternative approaches and present those findings in an Environmental Assessment, sometimes called an EA. This will be another opportunity for the public to comment on the project and its potential effects.The IDT will again consider the public comments received on the EA to make changes to the project and prepare a DRAFT Decision. The DRAFT Decision will tell the public what the decision maker’s decision would look like after considering all the input the forest received and the potential effects to resources. This Draft Decision will have 45-day objection period where people can identify things that they would still like to see changed about the project and make suggestions for how to fix these issues. The agency will work through these objection issues and potentially make changes before issuing a final decision in early summer 2023.



How to provide public 
comment
 Review the proposed action materials 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=53091

 Follow the instructions for comment provided in the 
Kaniksu OSV Scoping Letter on the website 
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=53091

 Please provide comments by September 15, 2022.

 If you have additional questions, contact         
Sarah Canepa, Project Team Leader, 
sarah.canepa@usda.gov or 406-471-8145.
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Sarah – We cannot emphasize enough how helpful it is for you to provide comments now, during the early stages of project planning. Please let us know what you like about the project and what you would like to see changed. Both types of information are helpful for the team to consider. The scoping letter that I provided in the chat provides detailed information about how to provide comments and includes a link to the project website where you will find the proposed action and high resolution maps. If you still have questions after reviewing this material, you are welcome to contact me via email or phone to see if we can answer your questions. It is most helpful if you provide comments by September 15 so we can use them to make changes to the proposed action and structure our analysis.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=53091
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=53091
mailto:sarah.canepa@usda.gov


QUESTIONS?

For additional questions, contact Sarah Canepa, Project Team Leader, 
sarah.canepa@usda.gov or 406-471-8145.
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SarahIf you would like to ask questions, please post them in the “Chat Box”. The chat box can be pulled up by clicking on the text bubble icon, located at the bottom of your screen. You can type the question, hit enter and it will be sent to our team. To accommodate the potential number of questions, we will try to group questions by theme and answer them at one time. If your question is not fully answered here in the meeting, please contact Sarah Canepa
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