Partners for Fish & Wildlife Program

Idaho Fish & Wildlife Office — U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service

Provides technical and financial
assistance to landowners interested
in restoring fish and wildlife habitat

on their land.







HOW THE PROGRAM WORKS

The landowner works with the Fish and Wildlife Service’s Partners
Program biologist and a local cooperator to design, fund and
1mplement a project.

A local cooperator is a non-federal agency that receives and
manages the funding, handles all contracting and invoicing.

Boundary Soil Conservation District




THE LANDOWNER’S ROLE

Sign a landowner agreement to maintain habitat for at least 10 years.

Allow access, with advance notification, for project implementation and
monitoring.

FUNDING

Up to $25,000 per project from USFWS.
A 50:50 cost-share 1s targeted, but flexible. Can be “in-kind” or cash.

Can cost-share with anyone: landowners, federal/state/local agencies,
conservation districts, NGOs, businesses, tribes, etc.




Selkirk Cabinet-Yaak Idaho PFW

Prioritize stream, wetland Program

andriparian restoration to benefit Focus Ares
federal trust species (migratory birds,
T & E and at-risk species).







Cow Creek Riparian Improvement Project

~ 3 miles east of Bonners Ferry

Cow Creek
connects to Railroad berm
Kootenai R. at blocks inlet

railroad crossing

- Low gradient backwater
- Entrenched ditch

- RCG floodplain bench

- Lacks trees, shrubs, and
Cow Creek enters large wood
slough through
perched &
undersized
culvert







Cow Creek Partnerships & Funding

Willing private landowner!

WQPA grant from Idaho SWCC
Cost-share 25%

Boundary SCD sponsored project
+ In-kind: Weed control & conifers

NRCS technical support
In-kind: Planning & site prep

USFWS technical support

In-kind: Planting plan, oversight
& maintenance



Installed 15 riparian fence exclosures

Planted 300 alder, water birch, & dogwood

Weed cloth & rodent protectors.

Planted 510 Rocky mtn maple,
serviceberry, chokecherry,
elderberry, cedar, larch, & Doug fir




Future Potential Restoration Phases

Remove invasive RCG and create
lower floodplain surfaces for
riparian veg establishment

Modify channel gradient to flush
nutrients into the Kootenai River to
‘erow’ food for sturgeon

Add large wood to increase habitat
complexity for native trout



Cow Creek Fish Passage Feasibility

Adult Redband Trout (mid March to
early June)

Provide adequate vehicle accessibility

Consider
Construction impacts/ feasibility
Traffic effects
Long-term maintenance
Ecological benefits

Flood impacts
Inter-Fluve

Topography, infrastructure, financial constraints, and stakeholder considerations may limit feasibility.



Questions?

U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Brittany Morlin

Partners Biologist

ldaho Fish & Wildlife Office  (208) 510-6356

3232 W. Nursery Road brittany _morlin@fws.gov
Coeur d'Alene, ID 83815




