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SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT 

• Snowpack is below average (92%) for Mid-
March in the Kootenai Basin.

• Predictive ability this early in the snow 
season is low for summer flows.
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SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT KOOTENAI



4UNOFFICIAL WATER SUPPLY FORECAST (APRIL 
EARLYBIRD 2025) – AVG REMAINDER OF MONTH

Last year - March avg 
earlybird was 5.00 maf



5

NORTHWEST RIVER FORECAST CENTER

4.28 
maf

4.63 
maf

• Current ESP water supply forecast for Apr-
Aug 2025 is below average. 

• Still possible to have more snow accumulation 
this season.
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SNOW WATER EQUIVALENT KOOTENAI
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FRM DRAFT 

END OF DECEMBER 

VARIABLE DRAFT LIMITS 

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep 
         

MINIMUM FLOW OR FRM 

OPERATE TO STURGEON 

AND SALMON FLOW OBJ. 

OPERATE TO BULL TROUT FLOW OBJECTIVES 

OPERATE TO SALMON FLOW OBJECTIVES 

OPERATE TO VARQ FRM * Preliminary and 
subject to change
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WEATHER THIS WEEK
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WEATHER THIS WEEK
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WEEK TWO OUTLOOK
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QUESTIONS?
For emails regarding release changes and lake level updates email

• UpperColumbiaWM@usace.army.mil
• leon.basdekas@usace.army.mil

General Queries call (206) 764-6702

Seattle District water management data website :
http://www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/nws/hh/www/index.html#

mailto:UpperColumbiaWM@usace.army.mil
mailto:leon.basdekas@usace.army.mil
http://www.nwd-wc.usace.army.mil/nws/hh/www/index.html
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https://www.nwrfc.noaa.gov/water_supply/ws_help.cgi

• Northwest River Forecast Center (NWRFC) currently uses ESP 
technique to make water supply forecasts for the Columbia River 
Basin.

• Modeling system to simulate soil moisture, snowpack, regulation, 
and streamflow.

o Uses the current hydrologic conditions, and 
o Then uses historical meteorological data to create equally likely 

sequences of future hydrological conditions, each starting with 
the current hydrological conditions.

• Statistical analysis is performed on these sequences to generate 
probabilistic forecasts of seasonal water supply

ENSEMBLE STREAMFLOW PREDICTION (ESP)
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